Matthew’s House

M MENTS

Christmas in July
THE SMELL OF FRESHLY BAKED
CHRISTMAS COOKIES WAFTED FROM
THE KITCHEN, MAKING MOUTHS
WATER IN ANTICIPATION.
Hand-made christmas cards were opened with
delight by family receiving them.
There was no turkey or pumpkin pie – instead, there
was a cookie-decorating station for one family, a
banana split station for others. That’s what Christmas
in July looks like at Matthew’s House!
When the pandemic robbed families of the opportunity to gather last December, staff did their best to
make that time special.

continued...

In This Issue
Christmas in July
Our Staff
Make a Difference!
It’s all Happening
at Communitas!

...continued from page 1

But they were already thinking ahead to what
could be done when it was possible to
have families gather together again.

“I’m so thankful for everyone at Matthew’s House for
putting this together, it was
so thoughtful and kind of
them to do it!”
– Kelly, mom to Jadacey

“We knew that we wanted to do
something that would be special,” says
manager, Leila Thiessen. “When the opportunity arrived, we started brainstorming and came
up with this creative mix of Christmas and summer.”
Having Christmas 7 months later than usual made
it all the more special for families. Being able to be
together with their children after a year of mostly
virtual or through-the-window visits made this
gathering so special. Alexander, Austin, and Jadacey
loved it too. Jadacey’s mom, Kelly, said that it had
been so hard for her not to be
with Jadacey at Christmas last “We just wanted to try and
year, so celebrating in summer
recapture some of what’s
was a welcome event.
been missed in this past

year.” Leila, Manager
“I loved having a July Christmas,”
she said. “It was very special for
all of us and one to remember and talk about in the
years to come.”
Seeing families together and celebrating was special
for staff at Matthew’s House too.
“We just wanted to try and recapture some of what’s
been missed in this past year,” Leila says. “It was just
so awesome to see families together again.”
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Or a One Time Gift:
$ _____________ (Please Specify)

AT MATTHEW’S HOUSE, WE’RE
BLESSED TO HAVE DEDICATED,
COMPASSIONATE STAFF WHO
LOVE TO SHARE THEIR LIVES
WITH JADACEY, ALEXANDER,
AND AUSTIN.
If you or someone you know is looking for a
rewarding, meaningful career in a place where
you receive as much or more than you give,
then come work with us!
Meet our manager, Leila
“I came here because of Communitas’ values.
I stay because I really feel like what I do here
makes a difference. I really care for these three
people and I care for the staff.”
Meet residential support worker, Alexa
“I love the inclusivity, I love that everything is
so organized, and I love that everyone is so
compassionate and kind. I’ve never worked in a
work environment where everyone gets along
and everyone genuinely cares for everybody –
for each other and the individuals. It’s just an
amazing environment.”

Name _____________________________

Communitas (the organization that facilitates
services at Matthew’s
House) hires caring,
motivated individuals
and then provides them
with support, training
and encouragement to
learn and grow.
Learn more and find your
career at Communitas
Care.com/careers
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It’s all Happening
at Communitas!

LOOKING FOR ADVICE ABOUT PLANNING
YOUR FINANCIAL FUTURE OR MAKING A
CONTRIBUTION TO A WORTHWHILE CAUSE
THIS CHRISTMAS?
You’ll find options and opportunities when you visit the
communitas events page at CommunitasCare.com/events

Your Gift
Makes a
Difference!

28 October, 2021, 6:30-7:30pm (PST)
Our annual Planned Giving Event with Abundance Canada
& Kuhn LLP providing information on Estate Planning &
maximizing tax benefits through gift options.
Attend either IN-PERSON* or via WEB LINK
*at Communitas, 2776 Bourquin Crescent West

Every donation we receive
makes a difference to the
families we serve. As we
continue to support the youth
with complex care needs
who live at Matthew’s House,
we use these gifts to provide
those things not covered by
core funding.

November 22 - December 24, 2021
Our 40for80 Campaign raises funds for the work of
Communitas – including Matthew’s House!

December, 2021
Christmas at Communitas.
Saturday, December 11, 2021, 5:00-6:30pm
Join us at the Communitas offices in Abbotsford for our
outdoor Christmas Tree lighting, cider and goodies, and
a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus!

Thank you for making
a donation to Matthew’s
House today!

Christmas
at Communitas

Matthew’s House is operated by Communitas Supportive Care Society,
a faith-based registered charity. Since 1974, Communitas has provided
services for people living with disabilities. At Communitas, we believe that
there is abundant life for all abilities. Learn more about Communitas when
you visit CommunitasCare.com
103–2776 Bourquin Crescent West, Abbotsford, BC V2S 6A4
phone 604.850.6608 | fax 604.850.2634
info@mattshouse.ca | www.mattshouse.ca
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