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Caring for the Ocean,
Caring for the People
IT WAS A BEAUTIFUL SPRING DAY IN
MAY WHEN JADACEY, ALEXANDER,
AND AUSTIN VISITED HADDEN PARK
IN VANCOUVER TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE GREAT CANADIAN SHORE
CLEAN-UP.
The outing was initiated by Lisa, one of the dedicated
staff members at Matthew’s House. Lisa is passionate
about caring for the environment.
“I wish people would think more seriously about the
impact that we have on the environment,” she says.
“Wildlife is really impacted by trash left on beaches.
Birds get caught in fishing line or eat the trash left on
beaches. Plastic affects seals, fish and other animals
living in the sea.”
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With a
Grateful Heart

Meet Lisa
Lisa loves working at
Matthew’s House so much
that she came back! She had
worked at Matthew’s House
in the past but left last fall to
work somewhere else. “I chose
to come back to Matthew’s
House because I feel it is where
I am meant to be,” she says.
“I love it here and the people I
work with are wonderful. I feel
at home here. I do this work
because I love caring.”

Read the full
story about the beach
cleanup when you visit
mattshouse.ca/stories

Lisa wanted to do something concrete to make a
positive impact on the environment and thought that
the youth living at Matthew’s
House would appreciate the
The event was a
opportunity to do something too.
huge success with the
Taking part in the beach cleancrew collecting about
up was a perfect way to bring
100 kg of garbage.
these ideas together.
Austin loves animals and understood that picking
up trash would make a difference, so he was happy
to help hold the trash bags while others filled them.
Jadacey loved being out beside the ocean, laughing
excitedly. And Alexander wanted to see every piece
of garbage that was put into his bag.
“Another one!” he’d say.
The event was a huge success with the crew
collecting about 100 kg of garbage including pieces
of an old boat, tires, ribbons, bottles, food wrappers
and more. Lisa would love to see a park clean up in
Abbotsford, knowing that the young people living at
Matthew’s House would enjoy participating again.
“It’s a great way to give back to our generous
community,” she says.

Coffee Morning
a Community
Success
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THIS YEAR WAS OUR 6TH
COFFEE MORNING FOR MATTHEW’S
HOUSE AND IT WAS THE MOST
SUCCESSFUL EVENT YET.

Or a One Time Gift:
$ _____________ (Please Specify)
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More than 30 different groups participated – schools,
businesses and individuals – each hosting their
colleagues, friends, and family with coffee and
goodies, all in support of Matthew’s House. Evita
Mora Perea, who works in our resource development
department, says it was amazing to see such strong
community support.
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“Coffee Morning is a wonderful event that creates a
space for families and friends to come together and
support a great cause,” she says. “It was moving to
see the generosity of our community.”

Cheque Enclosed

New to the event this year was the Royal Bank, with
all four RBC locations in Abbotsford hosting an
event. Harv Minhas, the business accounts manager
for RBC, said that he told his team about the difference that Matthew’s House is making in the lives of
the young people who live here.

“Every person that
organized, gave a gift,
or participated in Coffee
Morning has made an
impact...” Evita says.

“When I told them about
Coffee Morning, they were all
immediately on board and
excited to participate,” he says.

Altogether, there were
31 individual Coffee Morning
events held during the week of April 29-May 3rd
raising just over $10,000.
“Every person that organized, gave a gift, or
participated in Coffee Morning has made an impact
on the lives of the youth we support,” Evita says.
“We are so thankful.”
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Thank You!
Cobs Bakery, Cascade
Aerospace and Thomas Swift
Elementary were some of this
year’s generous participants.

Read more at
mattshouse.ca/stories/
rbc-raises-a-cup-formatthews-house/

Yes, I would like to
receive E-news and updates
from Matthew’s House!
You may withdraw your consent at any time.
Gifts will be acknowledged and an official tax
receipt will be mailed to you. All donations will
be used for board-approved projects. When
any need has been met, extra funds will be
used in areas of greatest need. We respect
your privacy and do not rent or sell our
mailing list.

*Monthly partners may cancel at any time.
*Receive a tax receipt annually. Charitable

registration Number 134106228RR0001

*For monthly donation by cheque, please
include a VOID cheque.		
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Your Gift
Makes a
Difference!
Our whole life changed
for the better the day we
stepped foot into Matthew’s
House. Jadacey is so well
taken care of. I’ll never
forget the day I was told
that Jadacey could live
here. Tears of joy swelled up
in my eyes. I thank God for
Matthew’s House every day.
– Kelly, mom to Jadacey
Every donation we receive
makes a difference to the
families we serve. As we
continue to support the youth
with complex care needs
who live at Matthew’s House,
we use these gifts to provide
those things not covered by
core funding. Thank you for
making a donation to
Matthew’s House today!

With a
Grateful Heart
EARLIER THIS SPRING WE SAID GOODBYE TO ALAN CAVIN, OUR DIRECTOR
OF RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT. ALAN
CARED DEEPLY FOR THE WORK OF
MATTHEW’S HOUSE, and enjoyed the

Matthew’s House – and with Communitas, the
organization that facilitates the program here –
has been life changing. He came with almost no
experience of people who live with developmental
disabilities or complex care needs but he leaves a
richer person for his time with us.

opportunities he had to connect with families, with
the children and youth served here, and with the
generous donors and volunteers who supported
them. Reflecting back on his 6 years with us, he
says he was most deeply impacted by the parents
he had the opportunity to meet.

“I have learned that we are all the same, we want
the same things – love, acceptance, work, friends,
home.”

“These parents were given both a gift and a
burden and I was moved by their strength and
resilience,” he says. “It’s such a challenge to care
for a child with complex care needs. I’m just in awe
of them.”
After 6 years of living between Abbotsford and his
home town of Nanaimo, Alan felt it was time to
return to his family. But he says his time with

Alan will have opportunity to
use the things he’s learned in his
new job at Coco Café in Nanaimo,
a café and catering company that
employs people with a variety
of abilities.

“These parents were
given both a gift and a
burden and I was moved
by their strength and
resilience” Alan says.

“If you’re in Nanaimo, come to Coco Café for coffee
and say ‘hi’!” he says.
We’re grateful for the time we’ve had with Alan and
wish him all the best in his new endeavours!
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103–2776 Bourquin Crescent West, Abbotsford, BC V2S 6A4
phone 604.850.6608 | fax 604.850.2634
info@mattshouse.ca | www.mattshouse.ca

Matthew’s House Moments newsletter is published annually. Editor:
Angelika Dawson, Designer: Veronica Harms. This is the Summer 2019 Issue.

