One of the great
delights |
experience is
when someone |
haven't seen or
heard from in a
long time calls,
writes or
otherwise greets
me in a way that shows they
have not forgotten me.
Knowing how much |
appreciate this | also try to
“remember” those around
me. It is my way of telling
them they matter to me. They
are important to me and our
relationship adds meaning to
my life.

This year we are \When "
celebrating our 35 meanst
anniversary as an somd“‘
organization. We are you..-

choosing to intentionally
bring to mind what has
happened and to remember.
While there will be some
focus on projects and
services that have been
created, we will really be
remembering the people and
their contribution to this
organization. We will be
remembering that, without
the collective effort of so
many people over the past
thirty-five years,
Communitas would not be
here today.

Frederick Buechner, a
theologian and author,
eloquently describes the act
of remembering:

"When you remember me, it
means that you have carried
something of who | am with
you, that | have left some
mark of who | am on who
you are. It means that you

mind even though countless
years and miles may stand
between us. It means that if
we meet again, you will
know me. It means that even
after | die, you can still see
my face and hear my voice
and speak to me in your
heart.

For as long as you
remember me, | am never
entirely lost. When I'm
feeling most ghost-like, it is
your remembering me that
helps remind me that |
actually exist. When I'm
feeling sad, it's

consolation. When I'm
feeling happy, it's part of
why | feel that way.

If you forget me, one of the
ways | remember who | am
will be gone. If you forget,
part of who I am will be
gone. "Jesus, remember me
when you come into your
kingdom," the good thief
said from his cross (Luke
23:42). There are perhaps
no more human words in all
of Scripture, no prayer we
can pray so well.

At our Annual General
Meeting we will remember
people through stories,
reports, artwork and music.
We will acknowledge people
who have been our pioneers
and leaders. We will also
recognize individuals who
are no longer with us and

can summon me back to your that their memories continue

to live and grow.

Our themeGrounded and
Growing,acknowledges
that we are “grounded” in
all these contributions of
the past and that with
God'’s grace Communitas
will continue to grow in to
the future. We look forward
to you joining us on
November 14 as we
celebrate and remember
what God has done.

ICited from www.thinkexist.com/
quotes/frederick_buechner/

Melissa having fun juggling



“Without counsel purposes are
disappointed: but in the multitude of
counselors they are established”.
(Proverbs 15:22, KJV)

Did you know that when Mennonites
began arriving in Canada they
promised the Canadian government
they would care for their elderly and
people with disabilities. The
Mennonites assured the government
that seniors and those living with a
disability would not be a burden on
Canadian society.

In the early 1970s, several families in
the Fraser Valley began in earnest to
raise concern about the physical and
spiritual welfare of their children with
disabilities. The archived minutes from
those early years as a provincial not-
for-profit society record notes not much
different than what happens today. The
individual and their family needed
community. Where would they find
people who would enter and be part of
their lives? These families prayed.

They called those who would be
advocates on their behalf and then
invited the Mennonite church leaders
to come together to help them. The
families were helped then and now
today, thirty-five years later, the needs
remain the same — to meet families
and their needs for community, to

have advocates speaking out on behalf

of people who are marginalized and to
invite leadership to help.

We at Communitas are grateful to God
for the vision of families, for churches
who enable members to join the
Board, Chapters that are grounded in
community and a Leadership Team
that serves and recruits Service
Coordinators, Managers and Staff.

One of God’s gifts to us is the ban-
yan tree. The banyan tree, in some

cultures, be-
comes the
centre of
community.
Join us at the
Annual Gen-
eral Meeting
as we dis-
cover how
this tree is a
metaphor for

Pat enjoying herself us. We will
at Valhaven

explore how
it becomes

grounded and how it grows. We
will learn why it becomes a mag-
nificent specimen of providing a

Each in different ways assist in caring meeting place for celebrating. We

for the friends we serve and whose
gifts we celebrate. We are also
grateful to the public that provides
funding, products and services that
make it possible for us to “build
community in the name of Christ.”

will discover that the banyan tree
demonstrates the connectedness
that is needed for community to be
built.

Our birth by theSamaritan Society
for Comfort and Cheegrounded
our ministry in the love for, and
valuing of, people who live with
the challenges of a disability. Our
years within the folds dfiennonite
Central Committee British Colum-
bia rooted us firmly in the Mennon-
ite constituency, its beliefs anc
values of service and giving.
God'’s love shown by both or-

ganizations has helped us grow p‘ep ohave exp
our ministry and service to others ma

Rooted and grounded in the rich
soil of this history has prepared us
for the growth that we have experi-
enced over the years. The growth is
reflected in the richness of relation-
ships, the knowledge we have
gained, and the attitudes that have
shifted over the years.

The growth is also seen in the numbers Our budgets have also grown. A

One home was opened in 1974. A sec-

ond home opened in 1975. We added

more, year by year, through the provin-

cial “deinstitutionalization” of the
1980s and '90s. Today we have
23 resi- {\ dential loca-
\\ tions where
we provide
full time
support to
" residents
each day of the
year. We also have again as
many non-residential programs. Our
services support people who have de-
velopmental disabilities, mental health

$40,000 budget in the first year
grew to being over $240,000 by the
end of the '70s. In the "80s the
budget grew to top $1.5 million. It
continued to grow through the
1990s so that at the turn of the cen-
tury the budget was around $10 mil-
lion. By this year our growth has
taken us to $16 million. A majority
of our programs are funded through
contracts with eithe€ommunity
Living British Columbigor a provin-
cial Health Authority. Several of our
programs are only funded by dona-
tions.

challenges, acquired brain injuries, fetal Rooted and grounded in this rich

alcohol spectrum disorders or disabili-
ties related to aging.

history, we have been significantly
blessed. Please pray with us that we
will be good stewards of these many
blessings.



The sense of belonging is very
important to all of us. From a very
early age it is clear that infants and
children need to feel secure in the love
of their parents and family. We flourish
when we connect with people around
us. Many of us have meaningful
relationships within our immediate and
extended families. We are also able to
include large circles of friends at work
and in our communities by being
outgoing and seeking friendships. We
may not always be accepted but we are
strong enough to endure rejection and
move on to establish other
relationships, which are rewarding and
help us grow as people. For those of us
who are Christ followers we also have
opportunities to build relationships
within our local churches that are
meaningful to us.

People with physical or developmental
disabilities or those with mental illness
may find it much more difficult to build

lasting and meaningful relationships
with others because of physical
isolation, lack of emotional energy, or
underdeveloped social skills. These
individuals are some of the most

to love and accept people who are
marginalized. The vulnerable should
feel welcome and find safety in the
church community. This goes beyond
having wheelchair accessible

vulnerable and weakest members of our sanctuaries to fostering relationships

society.

Christ often set the example of showing

love to the weak and vulnerable: “Let
the little children come unto me and
forbid them not.” In Matthew 25
Christ tells the parable of separating all
the nations into those who receive
eternal punishment and the righteous
who receive eternal life. Those who
receive eternal life are those who have
clothed the naked, fed the hungry,
given drink to the thirsty, visited the
sick and the prisoners because “to the
extent that you did this to one of these
brothers of mine, even the least of
them, you did it to Me.”

The church community has a mandate

individually and corporately with those
who may be mentally ill or those who
may have a disability.

Indeed the church has another very
important role to play in relating to
Communitas. The church must stand as
a benchmark and encourage
Communitas to treat the vulnerable and
weak in society as Christ did by His
many examples. The church must
remind Communitas to continue to
create and maintain an organization
which places Christ at its center and to
nurture their staff in such a way that
they see Christ in the face of every
individual that we serve.

Communitas CEO Steve Thiessen and STEP Manag&oarzen ‘show off’
the new STEP recycling truck

The Support Towards Employment Pro-
gram (STEP)provides work adjustment
services for people who have a mental ill-
ness. This program is designed for indi-
viduals who want to join the workforce but
have difficulty doing so because of their
illness. The focus of the program is to pro-
vide pre-employment support, hands-on
work experience and work-related goal
planning.

Our community services include recycling,
shredding, janitorial services and yard
waste removal. A program manager
coaches individuals in their work responsi-
bilities and assesses their progress toward
personal and vocational goals. We provide
a safe, personal work environment with
realistic business practices and responsi-
bilities. Working at STEP gives people
with mental illness an opportunity to
achieve healthy and independent working
lives.
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Before | married, my Mom would help me by cookingshof my meals for me. | also
wanted to learn how to cook and not have everyttimge for me. So on occasions, Mom
would include me while she cooked or baked cooliappreciated that very much.

I'm now married and my wife Bonnie, asks me to hadip when she cooks. She has taught
me a lot about cooking. We are able to take turngavk together in preparing our meals. |
really enjoy having my turn in the kitchen.

My parents also helped me with budgeting. Theyérbime make sure | put the right amount
of money in envelopes every month. There was arlepe for each budget category — tith-
ing, food, clothing, medicine, telephone, cable spending money. When | earned extra
money, | had to negotiate with them on which enpelbcould put it in or if | could spend

the money on a special project.

After | got married Bonnie took over the budgetilige still put money in envelopes. | don't
need to negotiate with my wife about what | canarsg extra money on. Bonnie is quite bril-
liant with finances.

My Dad has also helped me with car repairs and mgagure the car remains in good running
order. | appreciate all the help that he gives lrekeeps the car shops from ripping me off
and that is a very good thing!

Amanda playing Bocce Ball
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What is Christian faith? What applicatiaimnese may occur. We pursue them be- munity could muster. “I tell you the truth,
does it have on our enterprises in the cause they connect us with the Divine. | have not found anyone in Israel with
world? It is not possible to address thes@ his pursuit of connectedness is commauch great faith...” (Matthew 8:9-11) Such
guestions satisfactorily, in one short artito all humanity. faith under girds Communitas’ pursuit of
cle or even hundreds of books! such a high calling. We believe our faith
As Christians, we know of the example, contributes to our community. It is the

It is in the vigorous pursuit of an obedieptresence, teachings, and power of God evidence of healthy connections in fam-
faith and peaceful life that we seek spirioperating in our midst, in Jesus, the ily, society and personally, for all in com-
tual wholeness and social wellbeing. Gadhrist. We believe and confess him to beunity. We are channels for so much
helps us grow using various means to ntire Son of God, come to us, in the fleshmore of God’s rich grace and generosity!
ture our faith. He sometimes reveals Hirthhe One, the Only - whom we need to
self to us personally and sometimes  know. He is theNCARNATEGod with
through a shared revelation with others.us and is familiar with suffering.
We see signs of God'’s loving grace,
mercy, compassion and forgiveness wotReligion that God our Father accepts as g \oVing
ing in and amongst us. He works throughure and faultless is thito look afteror- 1qns Of G . on and

. ; : ) o e sd 2590
our weakened, incomplete, yet surpris- phans and widows in their distress and to \N€ of N
ingly potent lives, to regenerate hope arideep oneself from being polluted by the  grec® mﬁwof\(‘“g
unleash healing in the lives of humanityworld.” (James 1:27) One could debate torgV o US.
and in the environment in which we live endlessly the definitions of orphans. Let amond

us say we arett look after” those utterly

These signs of God's power work in anddependent on God. This is acceptable and
through our most ordinary and sophisti- pleasing to God.
cated offerings and relationships. We are

then released with a renewed sense of jesus identified in the Roman centurion a
faith, hope, and love, however frequentlyajth that few religious folks of his com-
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The People of Communitas
Cordially Invite You To Our
Annual General Meeting
Bakerview MB Church
2285 Clearbrook Road, Abbotsford
Friday, November 14th, at 6:30 pm

We look forward to celebrating the past with stories, music and dance, \viiilg g
thanks to God for His faithfulness

Registration and Coffee

Welcome and Introductions

Stories, Interviews and Music
Comments from the Communitas Board
Memorial Tributes

Closing

Clients and support
workers having a
great time in the sun
at the Annual Com-
munitas BBQ at

Mill Lake Park in
Abbotsford



Communitas Supportive Care Society

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING Minutes

Friday, November 16, 2007 6:30 pm
Bakerview Mennonite Brethren Church, Abbotsford, B.C.

Theme: “Celebrating God’s Love in Communitas”

1.

5.

Welcome and opening comments werengoyeKen Kehler, chair.

A meal and an interesting “World Cagfeogram follows. Steve Thiessen, Executive Dioe@xplains the plan
for the evening and for the time ofeersation at each table on the themes of how Qaonitas relates to: inter-
dependence, community of equals, compurpose, and celebration. Presenters includeds@nosis choir,
Maryanne, Harmon, Everett and Lorfs$tip Hop dance group. Table conversations waegVested” for
ideas on how the organization cameghto the community.

AGM Business Meeting

Minutes.

Highlights of the minutes of the Naveer 17, 2006 AGM and the Extraordinary General fibgeheld June 9,
2007 are reviewed as circulated eRhall 2007 edition of “Focus”.

Nominations.
Term of Director Rita Klippensteinshexpired. Meeting affirms his appointment fousglier three year term.

Clare Neufeld has explored partidipabn the Board. Meeting offers him appointmentd three year term.
Board member Carol Fast has endedehner.

Financial Statements.

Gene Klassen, Chief Financial Offiggesents the audited financial results for 2006/Details are commented
upon including the year end excessmae over expenses. The auditor’s report lettaoied which declares
that these statements present tlamdial position fairly for the year just ended.

M/S/C that financial statements fori§cal year ending August 31, 2007 be accepted.
It is reported that a portion of fremar end surplus will be used to cover costs ofclelupgrading.

The details of the proposed budge0#/08 are given.
M/S/C that the budget for the comingear be accepted as presented.

Appointment of Auditors.

M/S/C that the firm of Friesen Pankriz & Associates, Abbotsford be appointed as audit@rfor the coming
year.

In closing, Chairman Ken leads in a time of memaial then closes the meeting with a prayer at prd5

Minutes recorded by: Henry Wiens, Secretary.



Music News at Communitas
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! Jakob, out of the village

One Small Child (2004)

Calvin Dyck’s third instrumental recording, thiseon
specifically for the Christmas season. With Mel
Bowker, Betty Suderman, Piano and the West Coast
Chamber Orchestra.

A Rare Benediction (1999)
A Rare Benediction is a blend of familiar and new
music for the Christmas season.

Keeping time, sounding the liturgical

year through jazz Volume 2 (2007)

As the title indicates, the songs correspond to the
seasons of the liturgical year (also known as the
"church year" or "Christian calendar"). The liturgl
year is a way Christians have "kept time" for many
centuries. Songs written and/or arranged by Nelson
Boschman.

Keeping time, sounding the liturgical

year through jazz Volume 1 (2004)

This is the first recording by the Nelson Boschman
Trio. Listeners travel from Advent to Lent through
original compositions of emerging melodies,
harmonies, and rhythms of jazz and traditional hymn
music. Songs written and/or arranged by Nelson
Boschman.

Order these and many more CD’s simply by contgaommunitas at
604.850.6608, toll free 1.800.622.5455, fax 604.8684 or email at
office@CommunitasCare.com

Jakob longs for more
than life in an OId
Colony Mennonite
community during
the Dirty Thirties

can give him. His
yearning leads him
‘out of the village'.




Building Community in the name of Christ
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